
Watching and Waiting Advent Gospel Study 2020 

Second Sunday December 6, 2020 

Focus question: How is confession and preparation a part of your daily life? 

 

The Word: Read Mark 1: 1-8 

Examine Mark 1:1 

For the writer of Mark, the story of Jesus begins not with a babies’ birth (Luke 2), not with an impressive 
lineage (Matthew 1), nor with a connection to creation (John 1). Mark begins with a bold proclamation 
– the “good news” (gospel) that Jesus is the anointed one, the Christ! 

 

Examine Mark 1: 2- 5 

Who better to make this proclamation than a prophet like figure, himself foretold by Isaiah and Malaki? 
Making paths straight in hilly, rocky Israel can have both physical and religious connotations. 

How can you “prepare the way of the Lord”? 

 

John proclaims a “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins”. Ritual washing was an important 
part of Israel’s purification and worship practices. However, John’s message was specific – this washing 
and confessing was in preparation for the One to come.  

What are ways you prepare for worship?   
 

The Greek word for repentance literally means to “turn one’s mind.” John called for this re-orientation 
of life, away from sinful ways, so that nothing would be in the way of the Lord’s coming.  

How might the message of John the Baptist be similar or different for us? 

 

Examine Mark 1: 6- 8 

John is described as a man from the ‘fringe’ of society, fearlessly proclaiming his message. 

 How can someone from “the outside” help us see things differently? 

 
What does “baptize with the Holy Spirit” mean for you? 

 

Prayer: Come, Lord Jesus and be our guest. Let every heart prepare room for you. Amen 

Last word: This week, pray for an open spirit as you prepare for the advent of our God. 

 

        Excerpts from “Daily Discipleship”; ELCA 


