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SAVE THE DATE 

Saturday, July 20, 2019 

The Ordination of Will Kittinger 

11:00am 
 

http://www.emmanuel-elca.org/


Our Father… 

 

“Children of the heavenly father safely in his bosom gather: nestling bird nor star in heaven 

such a refuge e’er was given.” These words from Carolina Sandell have always been a comfort 

for those who need to know the assurance of God’s presence during difficult times.  Carolina 

witnessed her father’s death firsthand when she saw him being swept from a boat, and 

recalled seeing his life disappear under the waves of the sea.  Her father died suddenly and left 

her feeling empty and alone.  Through her traumatic experience her faith in God inspired her 

to write “Children of the Heavenly Father” and several other hymns that have comforted and 

assured others of the refuge we have in God, just as a bird is safely protected in its nest. 

 

There has been a bird that I have heard for the past week in a palm 

tree outside our bedroom window.  I was recently awakened by it 

singing at two o’clock in the morning protecting its young.  The next 

day I went to the palm tree and noticed the nest tucked away 

between the thorny branches.  The protective bird found a safe 

place for the nest to provide for its young.  The sweet sound of that 

bird reminds me of how God comforts and protects us in the midst 

of the storms and sadness of life.  Carolina obviously noticed the 

way nature tells us the story of faith and we can be assured that not 

even a sparrow falls to the ground without God’s awareness. In the 

Gospel of Luke Jesus states, “Do not be afraid; you are of more value than a sparrow.” 

 

This month we will be celebrating Father’s Day and acknowledging the gift of family and all 

who are parents.  Parents will do anything to protect their children and will do anything to 

help them survive in this world.  God gives us the same assurance when we pray “Our Father 

in heaven hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.” We are all assured in life and in death that we can find refuge in God our Creator.  

Carolina Sandell states in her hymn that “Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his 

children sever, unto them his grace he showeth and their sorrows all he knoweth.” Earthly 

Fathers are vulnerable, but we can have the assurance that God as our Father will never fail us 

in life.   

  

-Pastor Robert O. Hall 
 

  



Thank you! 

A heartfelt thanks for your interest this past month in the Health & Wellness 

Ministry.  I hope you learned a little bit more about the support our Parish Nurse 

provides. All the well wishes and encouragement from you is greatly appreciated! 

Spiritual Care Giver Needed 

As you found out, one of the things that I am responsible for is organizing the visitors to go the 

hospital.  I am in need of someone to go on Tuesdays. If this is something you feel you would enjoy, 

please let me know. If every Tuesday is too often, how about every other? I will work with you!! Call 

me with questions or to volunteer. 

GRIEF AND GRACE 

A 6-week support and information group starting June 10th. Call Barb Spenks to register 
for this session, which will be held in the Office Center from 10:30am to 12noon.  All are 

welcome, not just members. 

 

 

FAMILY IN CRISIS UPDATE 

The generosity of this congregation has been overwhelming.  Thank you 

for your prayers, donations, and support. To let everyone know, there is 

now a special fund titled Family in Crisis.  Right now, it is all going to 

our original family of 5. It will be there for future families in need, 

whenever or whomever that may be.  So this fund will ALWAYS accept 

contributions and donations to help the next family in crisis. God Bless all for your generosity.                            

 

Congratulations to Will 

Kittinger on his graduation 

May 9th from Lenoir-Rhyne 

University with a Masters of 

Divinity.   He will be serving 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

in Naples, FL in Mission 

Development. 

Will’s ordination will be held at Emmanuel in Venice on July 20th. 

  



 A Note from the President 

Ah....take a deep breath and relax.  We have come through a great season!  We 
absolutely love having our winter guests come with all their energy, but ya have 
to admit it is also nice to live life a little quieter.  We “locals” just have to learn to 

take advantage of it.  There is still plenty to do—only at a little slower pace. 
 

The Education Committee, with the help of Kathy Anderson, is still providing interesting learning 
opportunities. They are looking for individuals who are willing to share their talents.  There has 

to be someone out there who has talents with the computer or cell phones! 
 
What about enjoying lunch twice a month or dinner the last Sunday of the month. The Outreach 

Committee serves meals giving you great opportunities to come and meet others. And besides, 
then you don't have to do dishes! 

 
Mary Beth Runk and her crew would love some extra help during the summer months. 
 

Read the DOVE carefully to find something that interests you.  There are opportunities to try 
something new—go for it!  I wish you luck in finding something. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Lois Steketee, President 

Congregation Council President 

 
 

News from Pastor Livenson 
 

Happy belated Mother’s day to all the ladies at Emmanuel who dedicate their life to the well-being of both your children and those 

you encounter in life’s journey. We just want you to know that you are loved here. 

For us, Mother’s Day is the last Sunday of May. It is the time we cherish all the Haitian mothers who, through difficult circumstances, 

forget about their own self to take care of their children and their household. We have so many examples of these mothers in the 

church. There is lady in one of our churches who does not have the use of both of her legs. However, without a husband, she is the one 

who cultivates the land, sitting on her buttocks with a sickle. We are blessed with women like this who fight every day to feed and 

send their children to school. 

We are also blessed with you, on the other side of the world, who share whatever you have with the church here, to empower these 

women with small projects that can help to sustain their family and send their kids to school. For instance, we have so many children 

with one parent, but without the good heart of the Christian community, many children would end up on the street like so many others. 

Thus, we have a school in Anse á Pitre for these kids. Right now, we have almost 200 kids in that school. There is a saying here: 

“timoune Jodi, Gran moune demain” meaning  “A child today, an adult tomorrow”.  If we don’t educate them, they won’t be able to 

help themselves when they become adults. We have another school in the Baraderes, which is the only school in the mountains. 

However, the church is able to bring education to them. “God’s work. Our Hands” is what keeps us going. One can only imagine the 

joy and happiness these mothers have when seeing their children go to school. 

Our focus now is to design Sunday school material in 

both French and Creole as a tool for all the churches 

as is said in the Bible: “Train up a child in the way 

he should go; Even when he is old he will not depart 

from it”. There is so much to be done. However, with 

patience, love and perseverance we will get there! 

Peace, love and many blessings with all of you! 

 

Pastor Livenson 

  



Graduation Recognition will be Sunday, June 2nd, during the 10am 

worship. A reception for all our graduates will be in the Narthex following the service. 

Youth Bowling and pizza party is Sunday, June 2nd, after the graduation 

reception.  

Help Needed!! VBS is June 10-14, 9:00am – 12noon. We are still in need 

of helpers for an hour, a day, or all week. We need YOU to spread the word that “Life 
is Wild but God is Good”. Help us Roar God’s love to our young people. 
Another way you can help is by donating items needed for VBS. Be on the lookout 
the first weekend in June and pick-up a card in the Narthex for supplies we need. 
These can then be turned into the Youth Room the weekend of June 8th-9th. Don’t 
forget to register for VBS. 
Ice Cream Social for VBS will be Thursday, June 13th at 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is 

welcome!!       Many Blessings, 

Kelley Hurlburt, Youth and Family Director  
 

FROM THE FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 

Our Mission- To connect people to Jesus Christ and to each other 

through love, laughter and prayer. 
 

Our annual picnic was held on May 2, We celebrated Cinco de Mayo and a 
good time was had by all.    It was a great success and a wonderful opportunity 

for the Emmanuel family to get together for fellowship and fun.   

Congrats to Bob Riggs who hit the “daily double” at the picnic.  He answered all but one of the 
Mexican trivia questions correctly.  This display of knowledge won his table a gag gift.  Bob also 
guessed the exact number of beans in the jar at 850.  This feat won Bob two tickets to the Mote 
Aquarium.  A special thanks to Ken and Carolyn Ruble who donated the aquarium tickets to the 
picnic.  This is the second year that they have done so.  We certainly appreciate their generosity. 

We are very pleased to welcome our new Fellowship Committee members: Vicki and Neil 
Frederiksen; Russ Pratt, II; and Jane McLachlan.   

We will celebrate the graduation of our seniors with a recognition at the 10:00 service on June 2.  A 
coffee and cake reception in the Narthex will follow. 

The Fellowship Committee in partnership with the Outreach Committee will be holding A Silent Quilt 
Auction in the Narthex the weekend of June 8 and 9.  Minimum bid is $50. All proceeds from the sale 
will go to support Livenson and his Haitian Mission. Bids close at 11am on June 9th. 

Thanks to all who have volunteered to help with the coffee hour.  Helpers are always needed.  The 
signup sheet is in the Fellowship Hall.  I am looking for someone to purchase the refreshments and to 
oversee the coffee hour from the middle of July to the end of August.  Please contact me if you are 
able to help with this. 

God’s blessings and peace. 

Marge Collin 
  



NEWS FROM THE 

WOMEN OF EMMANUEL FOR MAY 

Those of us that live in Florida, which boasts summer almost all year round, still make 

the most of the summer months to spend time with family and friends, relax, refresh 

ourselves and renew our spirits. Emmanuel Women of the ELCA enjoy working on projects in a more leisurely 

style during the summer months. Members are planning events behind the scenes for fall 2019 - 2020. A fall 

event, the Church Women United (CWU) luncheon at Emmanuel on November 1, Advent by Candlelight on 

December 8, a spring retreat in 2020, and more, are on committee agendas for summer planning and work. If 

you would like to volunteer and get in on the fun and excitement on one, or more, of these committees, or have 

an event or idea you would like to share with the board members, please contact me by email - 

drmholbach@gmail.com. 

On May 3 at the CWU luncheon Ruth Shaweker was honored as Emmanuel’s Key 

Woman. We are proud to congratulation Ruth on this recognition of her commitment to 

serving in many ministries at Emmanuel. Christian Service co-chairs, Jadynne Berg and 

Vickie Johnson prepared and delivered seventeen Easter bags of treats to our shut ins. 

Thank you to all who provided treats and helped delivered the bags. Emmanuel women 

have always encouraged each other in their walk with the Lord, develop Christian 

friendships, and reach out to others through mission and service. 

May your days shine brightly in these beautiful summer months…palm trees, ocean breezes, and salty air. 

Psalm 113:3 “From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.” May 

you have a truly blessed and peace-filled summer in our Lord. 

God bless, 

Dr. Marlyce Holbach, President 

Emmanuel Women of the ELCA  

Circle Meetings 
Bible studies, friendship, and projects.  

June 3 @1:00 pm – Soul Sisters in Youth Room Helen Jodouin- 941-918-2985 

June 4 @ 6:30 pm – Deborah Circle in Room 101 Kathie Winemiller –941-486-5385 

A Fun Night with Friends!   

Deborah Circle invites the women of the congregation and friends, to join us for dinner on July 2 at 6 p.m. at Asaro's 

Ristorante on Laurel Rd.  Contact Kathie Winemiller at 486-5385 for information and reservations by June 24.   

June 3 & 17 @9am – Dorcas Quilting in Rooms 103, 105, 106 Jackie Miller – 941-485-7277 

All are welcome to all events! 

 
Dorcas Quilting Mission 

Summer means fewer members and fewer meetings and more reliance on the home sewers who 
help Dorcas all year long.  They sew quilt tops from the kits in the Welcome Center.  We thank 

them for their contribution.  Each quilt means so much to the person who receives it. That 
individual gets physical comfort and assurance that someone cares.  God's Work - Our Hands.   

Jean Price 

mailto:drmholbach@gmail.com


From the Minister of Music and Worship 
 

 Thank you to all who support our worship life here at Emmanuel — choir, men’s 

chorus, soloists, and bell ringers, brass, guitarists and pianists, acolytes, torch bearers 

and crucifers, lectors and assisting ministers, ushers and greeters, Altar Guild and 

proofreaders. Thank you! 

Now that summer is approaching, it’s time to think about the Summer Chorale. Our schedule will be to sing 

one 8:30 a.m. Sunday service and one 5:00 p.m. Saturday service each month. Rehearsals will begin in June and 

will be held twice a month on Wednesdays at 10:30am in the balcony of the sanctuary. (Our first rehearsal 

will be June 5th.) We also rehearse 45 minutes before each service that we sing. So, if you can’t make the 

Wednesday rehearsal, just come early on the particular service that we will sing. Please call (941-488-4942) or 

email me (kbowker@emmanuel-elca.org) for more information. Our schedule is as follows: 

Wednesday, 10:30am  Worship Service 

June 5th  June 9th – Sunday, 8:30am 

June 19th  June 22nd – Saturday, 5:00pm 

July 10th  July 14th – Sunday, 8:30am 

July 24th  July 27th – Saturday, 5:00pm 

August 7th  August 11 – Sunday, 8:30am 

August 21st  August 24th – Saturday, 5:00pm 

September 4th  September 8th – Sunday, 8:30am 

September 18th  September 21st – Saturday, 5:00pm 

All are welcome! 

Kris Bowker 

Minister of Music and Worship  

 

 
Widows Support Group 

 will meet Tuesday, June 4th at 12 
noon for lunch and fellowship at 
Bob Evans Restaurant. Please 
come join our lovely ladies and 

enjoy each other’s company and 
make new friends.  Any new ladies are always 

welcome.  Call Jackie at 941 488 7331. 

 

MAHJONG 
Every Wednesday at 1:00pm in Room 105. 
Bring your card and Mahjong 
set if you have one. All ability 
levels are welcome. 
Questions? Call Kathy 
Mittlesteadt 941-493-6636. 

 

 

is held every third Tuesday 
of the month.  We will again 

meet at Abby’s on Miami, 
June 18th at 7:30am.  All 

men are invited to join us!  
 

 
 

We would like to thank everyone 
especially Pastor Hall, Pastor 
Darrington, and Barb Spenks for 
all of the prayers, concerned 
telephone calls, lovely cards, and 

memorials during Carl's long illness and passing from 
our loving arms and into those of our loving Lord. Thank 
you again and Blessings to all. 
 
The Family of Carl S. Hatteberg 

 

mailto:kbowker@emmanuel-elca.org


 
 

JUNE 2019 Christian Ed schedule: 

NEW: Summer Evening Series! 
Mark your calendar for a new “Second Monday” summer series from 6-7 pm.  

On Monday, June 10 from 6-7 pm. Donna Batchelor will be presenting a program based on the book 

“Hagar, Sarah and Their Children: Jewish, Christian and Muslim Perspectives”. All are welcome to 

hear how this foundational story about Abraham’s wives and sons is understood by these three 

religions. The presentation will be in the Fellowship Hall, followed by ice cream refreshments. 

 

What’s new in the library? 

My Neighbor’s Faith: Stories of Interreligious Encounter, Growth and Transformation; editors J. Howe Peace, 

Or N. Rose and G. Mobley (2015) 

This book is a collection of personal stories about the impact of interfaith dialogue. These thought 

provoking essays may surprise, challenge or even disappoint you by the actions of the storyteller. All 

were submitted by well-known public figures, scholars, clergy and ‘peace seekers’ from many walks of 

life who wanted to share t heir unique experiences.  One author refers to his experience as an 

opportunity to remove “no trespassing signs” which had kept him from looking for God’s presence 

outside of his own religious tradition.  Whether you read all or selected essays, these stories are 

powerful! 

 

Library Book Sale 

June 22nd-23rd in the Narthex! 
 

 

 

 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Sunday Keep It Simple – Al Anon Room 101 7:00pm 

Monday Men’s Big Book Study – Al Anon Room 103 5:30pm 

Tuesday Reaching for Personal Freedom – Al Anon Room 103 7:00pm 

Wednesday Big Book Step Study – AA Group Room 101 6:00pm 

Wednesday Narcotics Anonymous Room 103 6:30pm 

Wednesday Sisters in Sobriety – Women’s AA Group Fellowship Hall 6:30pm 

Wednesday Speaker’s Group – AA Group Room 101 8:00pm 

Thursday Sought thru Prayer & Meditation – AA Group Room 103 6:30pm 

Thursday Peace Pipe Family Group – Al Anon Room 101 7:00pm 

Thursday On the Island – Al Anon Room 103 8:00pm 

Friday SLAA (Sex, Love – Addicts Anonymous) Room 101 12Noon 

Saturday Saturday Nite Live Family Group – Al Anon Room 101 7:00pm 

 
 



 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Emmanuel 

   Outreach Ministries 

“COMMITTED TO SERVING THOSE LESS FORTUNATE IN OUR COMMUNITY AND BEYOND” 

  Current Events - 
     Outreach at Emmanuel                                      

June Dove 2019   

 

June 2019 Local Envelope Charity 
Pregnancy Solutions - 501c3 

 

  Blessing Bags – 100+ 
     A Collection Success! 

  Pregnancy Solutions 501c3   
                                            
 

With gratitude to our generous 
congregation, the Outreach 
Blessing Bag collections team 
reached our goal to fill over 100  
Blessing Bags again this year.  
On April 25, 80 bags were 
delivered to The Center of Hope in 
Venice. The remaining 20+ will be 
distributed at Coffee Talk at Venice 
Station and the Friendship Dinners. 
 
A special thank you to the 
volunteers from the Outreach 
Committee who helped sort and 
fill the bags for delivery.   
 
Barb & Sue, Team Leads 
 
 

Outreach Blessing Bags Team 

l - r: Jaydene Berg, Darlene Curtin, Judy Daniels, Bob Riggs, 

Janine Jung, Karen Storey, Jane Riggs, Sue Fusselman, Larry 

Bishop, Barb McLauchlin  

Headquartered at 504 E. Venice Ave., this organization provides 

Christ-centered solutions to men and women facing unplanned 

pregnancies. A variety of testing and counseling services are 

provided. 
      

For more information view their website: 
http://www.pregnancysolutions.org/ 

 
        Cont. next page 

 

Center of Hope Blessing Bags  

Barb McLauchlin delivery to Center of Hope – April 25, 2019 

http://www.pregnancysolutions.org/


Have an idea or suggestion for a community Outreach ministry project? Please complete the Suggestion 
Form available at the Welcome Center and return it to the Outreach Council member box or to our office.  
  

 

 

• Friendship Dinner – 4:30 pm in Fellowship Hall, Sunday, June 30   – all are welcome to 

enjoy a dinner with our neighbors and drop-ins and you can stay to watch a movie if you 
like!  We regularly serve around 175 meals at these functions. 
 

• Friendship Lunches – 11:30 am to 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall, Wednesdays,           

June 12 & 26.  Our numbers are growing monthly; serving 50 - 75 guests at these events.  
A twice-a-month chance to share your fellowship with neighbors and drop-ins, serve 
others and be served a delicious lunch, all at the same time.  Contact Larry Bishop, 
nors198@aol.com         
                         

• Backpacks for Dade City Farm Workers Ministry: Do you go to Venice area garage 

sales?  Please keep a lookout for recycled youth backpacks that could be purchased and 
donated to this ministry.  Every July our team makes a trip to Dade City with goods for 
the children of these workers. Backpacks are in high demand!  If you wish, our Outreach 
ministry will reimburse you for the cost or make an in-kind donation.  Contact Janine 
Jung, team leader for more information on this initiative.  Janine Jung,  
            Email: janinejoyner@hotmail.com                            H:  941-484-2169  
 

• Global Mission – Haiti: The Fellowship Committee in partnership with the Outreach 

Committee will be selling quilts in the Narthex the weekend of June 8 and 9.  The 
proceeds from the sale will go to support Pastor Livenson and his Haitian Mission. 

If you have an interest and/or experience with any of these areas please let any of our team members 

know.  Fill out an Outreach Interest Form at the Welcome Center or contact Gordon Storey, Outreach 

Chair, 941-451-8895 or gordon@storeylink.com 

Current Events - Outreach at Emmanuel 

June 2019 Outreach Events Calendar 

mailto:nors198@aol.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
 

1 Family Promise 
This Weekend: 
“Take a Card” VBS 

Supplies 
Synod Assembly 

Items 

2 Family Promise 

departs 
9:30am Coffee Fellowship 
10am Grad Recognition 
11am Youth Bowling 

3 
9am Dorcas Quilting 
9:45am Centering Prayer 
10am Jan’s Movement Class 
1pm Soul Sisters 

4 
12noon Widow Support 
Group 
5:30pm Stephen Ministries 
6:30pm Deborah Circle 

5 
9am Staff Meeting 
10:30am Summer Chorale 
1pm Mahjong 

 

6 
 

7 

9am Children’s Closet 
 

8 This Weekend: 

Quilt Auction 
VBS Set up 

 

Synod Assembly 
9 
9:30am Coffee Fellowship 

10  
9:45am Centering Prayer 
10am Jan’s Movement Class 
10:30am Grief & Grace 
1pm Fellowship Committee 
6pm “Second Monday” 
Education Series 

11  
10:30am Exec Committee 
1:00pm Stewardship Comm  

 

12  
9am Staff Meeting 
9:30am Christian Ed Comm 
11:30am Friendship Lunch 
1pm Mahjong 
2pm Outreach Committee 
6pm Property Committee 

13  
5pm VBS Ice Cream Social 

14  
 

15 DOVE DEADLINE 
9am Children’s Closet 
 

 

VBS 9am – 12noon 

16 Father’s Day 
9:30am Coffee Fellowship 

17 
9am Dorcas Quilting 
9:45am Centering Prayer 
10am Jan’s Movement Class  

10:30am Grief & Grace 

18 
7:30am Men’s Breakfast 
4pm Church Council 

19 
9am Staff Meeting 
9:30am Naomi Circle 
10:30am Summer Chorale  
1pm Mahjong 

 

20 
 

 

21 
 

22  
This Weekend: 
Library Book Sale 

23  
9:30am Coffee Fellowship 

24  
9:45am Centering Prayer 
10am Jan’s Movement Class  

10:30am Grief & Grace 

25  
 

26  
9am Staff Meeting 
11:30am Friendship Lunch 
1pm Mahjong 

27  
 

28  
 

29 

30 
9:30am Coffee Fellowship 
4:30pm Friendship Dinner 

      

 
Emmanuel Contact Information 

Pastor Hall: rhall@emmanuel-elca.org 

Cell Phone for Emergencies: 612.840.7798 

Pastor Darrington: Visitation Pastor 920.309.0879 

Kris Bowker: kbowker@emmanuel-elca.org

Jason Kozee: 941.586.8066 

     facilitiesmanager@emmanuel-elca.org 

Kelley Hurlburt: youthdirector@emmanuel-elca.org 

Becky Rothgery: info@emmanuel-elca.org 

Debi Hammett: dhammett@emmanuel-elca.org 

Barb Spenks: parishnurse@emmanuel-elca.org 

See front page for Worship 

Schedule 
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Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

790 Tamiami Trail S. 

Venice FL  34285-3601 
 

 

 

 

 

   The Dove 

   
 

              Dated Material Enclosed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 16, 2019 
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