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Saturday:  Liturgical Worship 
   Holy Communion:  5:00 PM 

Sunday:  Liturgical Worship 
   Holy Communion      8:30 AM 

Holy Communion     11:00AM 
 aBRIDGEd Worship 

   Holy Communion    10:00 AM 
Sunday Christian Ed & Fellowship 

Family Gathering:    9:15AM 
Coffee & Fellowship:    9:30 AM 
Sunday School/Youth:  9:30 AM 
Exploring the Gospel:      10:00 AM 
    (Adult Sunday School) 

Thursday: Service of Word & Prayer 
  Holy Communion: 10:00 AM 

“To Know Christ and Boldly 
Make Him Known” 

Emmanuel Contact Information 

Pastor Hall – rhall@emmanuel-elca.org 
Cell Phone for Emergencies: 612-840-7798 
Pastor Darrington - Visitation Pastor 920-309-0879 
Kris Bowker – kbowker@emmanuel-elca.org 
Jason Kozee – 941-586-8066 
facilitiesmanager@emmanuel-elca.org 
Kelley Hurlburt – youthdirector@emmanuel-elca.org 
Becky Rothgery – info@emmanuel-elca.org
Debi Hammett - dhammett@emmanuel-elca.org 
Barb Spenks – parishnurse@emmanuel-elca.org

Emmanuel Website 
www.emmanuel-elca.org 

 
 

Like us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/emmanuelVenice 
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“Friends are patient, friends are kind, friends are not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  
Friends do not insist on their own way, friends are not irritable or resentful, friends do not 
rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoice in truth.  Friends bear all things, believe all things, hope all 
things and endure all things.”  When the word friends replaces love in this passage from 1 
Corinthians we are reminded of how the two words go hand in hand and reflect the intentional 
love Jesus showed to all people 

In the sitcom “Friends” there is a phrase in the theme song that states, “I’ll be there for you 
because you’re there for me too.”  God’s presence is reflected by being present for us all the 
time. There were no boundaries when Jesus came in to the world to love those who lived on the 
margins of life.  Jesus said, “This is my commandment that you love one another as I have 
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  Creating 
long-lasting friendships reminds us of what Jesus intended for all of us.   

Friends often visit Florida this time of the year and rekindle friendships.  Recently, our friends 
from Minnesota came down to visit and even though we had not seen them for a year we picked 
up right where we left off.  It was a joy to spend time rekindling our friendship.  While planning 
activities with our friends they said, “We do not care what we do it is just about spending time 
with you.”  Their visit was an affirmation of the importance of having time to reminisce about 
the past and share our life stories.   

During February we think about love and friendships.  God’s love does endure all things, hopes 
all things, and never ends.  We might consider thinking about how friendship and love go hand 
in hand.  In faith, we learn the importance of spending time building friendships.  Our faith is 
centered around inviting others to learn about the love of God that is present for us. Jesus 
commands us to love one another and when we make friends we open doors to love others, 
fulfilling the command to love. Take time this month to enjoy your friendships and reflect the 
love of Jesus.   

Pastor Robert O. Hall 



We are offering our Grief and Grace Support Group again beginning January 28th.  Anyone 
who is hurting from a loss no matter how long ago or how recent is invited to attend.  
These are for anyone, not just members of Emmanuel.  If you have neighbors, friends, or 
relatives that you feel would benefit, please invite them to come.  The sessions are for an 
hour and a half, 10:30-12:00 every Monday in the church office center.  They continue for 
6 weeks, so if one or two have been missed, you are still welcome.  Please call Barb 
Spenks, 941-488-4942 to register or to answer any questions you may have. 

Coming Attraction: “Happy Feet”   Dr. Winder will help those attending to feel better because their feet are 
happy.  Are you choosing the right shoes for your feet????  Come find out.  This is an interactive session, which 
means you will be learning some stretches and other things to help your feet feel fantastic.  When your feet 
hurt, it throws so much else “out of whack”, your knees, hips, back, etc.  Come get happy Tuesday, February 
19th at 11:30 in the choir room.  

 The Harvard Medical School just sent out this pronouncement. 

"Yoga works across multiple systems in your body at one time to help: 

• Dramatically ease lower back pain and even alleviate arthritis pain.
• Lower the need for diabetes medications by as much as 40%.
• Rev up your immunity by raising levels of disease-fighting antioxidants in your body.
• “Switch on” genes that promote health — works even if you’re a beginner.
• Reduce depression, chronic pain, and even improve PTSD symptoms.
• Lower your risk of falling and help you regain your balance if you stumble.
• And you may even be able to delay the onset of Alzheimer’s disease and fight age-related declines in

memory through the meditation component of yoga.

In fact, yoga does so much for your health that studies show people who do yoga use 43% fewer medical 
services, and they save anywhere from $640 to more than $25,000!" 

SEE YOU AT YOGA CLASS, which is now at 4:00pm on Tuesdays in the Narthex.  All are welcome!! 

Barb Spenks, Parish Nurse 

Gentle Yoga 
continues every Tuesday’s at 
4:00pm in the Narthex. Wear 

comfortable clothing and bring 
a yoga mat or towel. There is 

no cost. 

Jan Quinn’s Chair Exercise Class 
Meets every Monday at 10:00am in the 

Fellowship Hall. All men and women are welcome 
to join this group.  



Note from the President 

As a congregation, we are blessed to have so many wonderful volunteers that are dedicated to the 
success of Emmanuel.  Therefore, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to one 
such group, your Church Council. 

• Lois Steketee, President, “that is just simply Lois”.  It explains a lot!
• Keith Struble, Vice President, who loves doing research and reading financials.  Can you

believe that?  I call him my wing-man.  I am a lucky girl to have him!
• Gail Authier, Secretary, who loves to share devotions from Mr. Rogers.  How can you not love someone

who wants you to be their neighbor?  Plus she is wicked on a computer.
• Ed Crary, Treasurer, who actually smiles the whole time he is talking finances!
• Joy Lundahl, Christian Education, who helped start up a brand new committee last year that is going

gang busters this year.  She just kept smiling, saying it would happen.
• Marge Collin, Fellowship, who loves a party, any party!  Who ever heard of a Lutheran Chili Cook Off?

Next is Trivia!
• Gordon Storey, Outreach, is just amazing.  He can make a diagram of anything and have it make sense!

He is so organized.
• Mike Anderson, Worship and Music, is just a delight.  He lights up and bounces when he gets excited.

He and Kathy have been supplying the coffee after the Sat. night service-which I dearly appreciate.
• KC Farrell, Stewardship, is new to the Council this year.  Anyone willing to follow in Rich Neal's

footsteps has got to be good!
• Chuck Zentner, Property, is ole faithful—plus he always smiles and says “Hi Miss Lois!”  How can I not

love him?!
• Katie Hurlburt, Youth Rep., who has grown up in our church.  She also teaches the little tykes in SCS.
• Denise D'Eath, Member at Large, who works closely with Keith on HR issues.  I love it when some

people like details!
• Barbara McLauchlin, Member at Large, who remains the Energizer Battery Representative!
• Carol Orenstein, Nominating Committee Chair, Ex-officio.  Now that is a mouthful!  She comes with a

love and a wonderful working knowledge of Emmanuel.  How lucky are we?
• Pam Neal, Ex-officio Council Member representing WELCA, who has her hands full.

Last but not least is our own Pastor Hall.  What do you say?!  We all love him—and that's enough! 

You will hear more from these guys as the year proceeds. 

Lois Steketee, Church Council President 



From the Minister of Music and Worship:  Kris Bowker 

Lyrics of Lent – 2019 
     Our 2019 midweek Lenten worship series will focus on the hymns of 

Lent, the songs that bring us quietly and intimately to the cross to meditate on the story of Jesus’ 
saving love for us.  The hymns of Lent—old and new, with their rich images and impressions—will 
help us to walk and wait with Jesus this year, to witness his suffering, and to treasure the gift of his 
sacrificial love.  

     Martin Luther once wrote, “next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure 
in the world.” He considered music “a marvelous creation of God,” especially as it relates to the 
Scriptures. As a writer of many hymns, Luther believed that hymn lyrics gave the common people a 
way to express their Christian faith, and the hymn tunes provided a path into their hearts and 
memories. 

     In our midweek services, the melodies and lyrics of hymns such as “O Sacred Head” and “Go to 
Dark Gethsemane” will beckon us to kneel at the foot of the cross.  Join us for these special 
Wednesday evenings.  Ash Wednesday is March 6th with services at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.  

     Our “Lyrics of Lent” series begins March 13th with the worship meditation starting at 5:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary, and a “lite” supper following in Fellowship Hall. 

Written by Judi Klingsick 

 I’m so blessed to have such an amazing Emmanuel family!!  Each year 
when we plan for VBS, there is always many people that step up to 
volunteer for that week.  It’s always a wonderful week of reaching out 
to the community youth and teaching them all about Jesus. This year 
VBS will be June 10th thru 14th.  If you are interested in helping this year 
please come to a meeting on March 3rd in the Sunday school room at 

10:30. I am always looking for people to help run stations, lead youth around, help prepare 
snacks and decorating. 

The families are looking forward to our annual Luther Springs trip coming up February 15th -
18th, this is a great weekend of fun and fellowship. 

All Sunday school classes are back in full swing, including the parent’s class with Pastor Hall. All 
parents of Sunday school youth are welcome to join Pastor Hall in Room 103 for a study of the 
Gospel reading.    

Kelley Hurlburt, Youth and Family Director 



Note: Please see circle schedules below and watch your DOVE for 
possible changes or contact Circle leader. 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

DORCAS Quilting Mission 
Monday 9:00 am Rooms 101,103,105 

October through April 
Co Leaders: Jackie Miller & Jean Price 

This space reserved for a 
new group  

Contact Pam Neal 

DEBORAH Circle 
First Tuesday of the month year round  

6:30 pm Room 101 
Leader: Kathie Winemiller  

NAOMI Circle 
3rd Wednesday of the month 

9:30 am Room 101 
No meetings December, June, July & August 

Contact Person: Judy Daniels 
RUTH Circle 

Third Monday of the month 
12:30 pm Room 101 

No meeting December, Luncheon meetings June, July, August 
Leader: Ruth Shaweker 

SOUL SISTERS  
1st Monday of the month Bible Study  

3rd Monday of Month Activity 
1:00 pm Room 103 

Leader: Helen Jodouin 

There will be a WELCA Board on February 12, 2019 at 3:00pm in room 101 to determine the future of our 
commitment to WELCA.  All Women of Emmanuel are welcome. 

Dorcas Quilting Mission 
A big thank you to the congregation for supporting 

the Rub-a-dub soap collection and for placing 
donations of cotton fabric and sheets in the barrel 
in the Welcome Center. In 

next month’s Dove I will give 
a full report on Emmanuel's 
shipment of kits, quilts and 

soap to Lutheran World 
Relief. 

A wonderful program was presented by these 
lovely young ladies from Dade City on Saturday, 
January 26th. Thanks for your support. 



Widows Support Group 
will meet Tuesday, February 5th 
at 12noon at Bob Evans 
Restaurant for lunch and

fellowship.  Please come and enjoy our 
group.  Anyone interested please call Jackie at 
941-488-7331.

The Bridge Group is 
meeting Thursday, 

February 21st, at 9:00am 
in Room 105. Contact Pat 
Crary for more 
information. 

MAHJONG 
Mahjong is every Wednesday at 
1:00pm in Room 105. Bring 
your card and Mahjong set if 
you have one. All ability levels 
are welcome. 

Questions? Call Kathy Mittlesteadt 
941-493-6636.

 is held every third 
Tuesday of the 
month.  We will 

again meet at 
Abby’s on Miami, 

February 19th, at 7:30am.  All men are 
invited to join us! 

Please note that the deadline for all Dove 
articles is the 15th of each 
month to info@emmanuel-
elca.org. Please keep your 

articles, committee 
reports, etc. to 1 page or 

less. Thanks for your consideration. 
Deadline for weekly announcement 

sheet and worship slides is Wednesdays 
at 11am.

 Thank you for your recent 
gift in support of Luther 
Springs. The faith of 
thousands of children, youth, 
adults and families is built 

and fortified through the power of sharing in the Christ-
centered camp communities.  

What a joy and blessing to have you as a partner with us 
in God’s work of faith formation. Your gift will be 
distributed though out this effort. 

March 10th at 11:45am 
Orientation w/lunch

March 17that 9:30am
Reception & Celebration 

Are you looking or do you have a neighbor or friend 
who is looking for a church family here in Florida 
either full time or seasonally? Emmanuel is looking 
for them!! Pick-up a membership packet, one per 
person, at the Visitors’ Kiosk, complete, and return. 
More information in the March Dove. 

mailto:info@emmanuel-elca.org
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FROM THE FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
Our Mission- To connect people to Jesus Christ 

and to each other through love, laughter and 
prayer.

The first event of 2019 will be held on Saturday, February 9, from 2:00 PM to 4:30 PM in our Fellowship 
Hall.  Please be our guests for an afternoon of Trivia.  We are very fortunate to have Ty and Helen 
Jodouin hosting this game for us. Ty and Helen have run Trivia games at many venues in the area and 
we are so pleased that they will do this one for us.   So, get a team together and get ready to see just 
which team has the most useless knowledge stored in their collective brain. Teams can have no more 
than eight people and no less than three. If you don’t have a team to play with, register as a single and we 
can assign you to a team.  To register for Trivia call Marge Collin at 501-620-3922 or email at 
vfhusker2@gmail.com.  We also signup sheets available in the Narthex.  Looking forward to seeing many 
of you there. 

Please consider signing up to help with our Sunday Coffee Hour.  Contact Lee Wilson at 732-995-4923 or 
email at slwgators@gmail.com.  

There are several activities sponsored through our Fellowship Committee.  We offer Bridge, Mahjong, the 
Men’s Breakfast and the Widow’s Lunch.  Plus, there are also the special events and other serving 
committees.    We welcome you to participate in any of them. It is a good way to have some fun and get 
to know new people. 

We are always looking for people to serve on our committee.  Please give it some thought.  If you are 
interested, call Marge Collin. 

Marge Collin 
Chair - Fellowship Committee 

Hopefully by now, you have signed up to take part in the last photography session for our new 
Emmanuel Membership Directory! Photo sessions will be taking place February 18th – 23rd.  This is 
a vital tool in a congregation as large as ours is to put “names and faces” together.  There is NO 
COST to have your picture taken so stop by the Narthex to select the few appointments left! 

mailto:vfhusker2@gmail.com


Check out these Christian Education Activities 
Education Opportunities for February 2019 

• Sundays in February -- SS Parents Gospel Discussion, Room 103, 9:30-10am/Pastor Hall
• Sundays in February -- “Reviewing the Scriptures”, Room 101, 9:45 -10:45am/Rich Veleber
• Sundays Feb 3, 10, 17 -- “The Letters of John”, Room 105, 9:45-10:45am/Kathy Anderson

• Mondays in February -- “American Racism” Lecture Series, Sanctuary, 7-9 pm
• Tuesdays in February -- “Esther” series, Fellowship Hall, 9:30-11:30am/Jan Miller
• Thursdays in February -- “Living One’s Faith”, Kids’ Club, 10:45-11:45am/Bob Pape

New Classes in February 
Book discussion group using “All the Places to Go: How Will You Know?”  
God places “open doors” every day, but do we see or respond to those opportunities? You 
are invited to participate in a new discussion group on “living one’s faith”, based on the John 
Ortberg book “All the Places to Go”. Facilitated by Bob Pape, the group will meet four 
consecutive Thursdays, beginning February 7, from 10:45-11:45 am in the Kid’s Club room. 
A sign-up sheet to aid book ordering is on the counter of the Welcome Center The cost is 
$5.00 per book, and the books will be available February 2/3.  There will be a reading 
schedule for each week accompanying the book. If you have questions, please contact Bob at 
gravespape@msn.com. 

Exploring the Letters of John 
Are the three ‘letters’ of John additions to the gospel of John? Why study these short New Testament writings at all? 
You are invited to explore the themes and discover similarities and differences between these four books.  A three-
week series will begin on Sunday mornings beginning February 3rd from 9:45 -10:45 in room 105, led by Kathy 
Anderson. Several translations of the bible will be available, or you are invited to bring your own.  

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Sunday Keep It Simple – Al Anon Room 101 7:00pm 
Monday Men’s Big Book Study – Al Anon  Room 103 5:30pm 
Tuesday Reaching for Personal Freedom – Al Anon Room 103 7:00pm 
Wednesday Big Book Step Study – AA Group  Room 101 6:00pm 
Wednesday Families Anonymous – Support for Adult Children Room 103 6:00pm 
Wednesday Sisters in Sobriety – Women’s AA Group  Room 105 6:30pm 
Wednesday Speaker’s Group – AA Group Room 101 8:00pm 
Thursday Sought thru Prayer & Meditation – AA Group Room 103 6:30pm 
Thursday Peace Pipe Family Group – Al Anon Room 101 7:00pm 
Thursday On the Island – Al Anon  Room 103 8:00pm 
Friday SLAA (Sex, Love – Addicts Anonymous)  Room 101 Noon 
Saturday Saturday Nite Live Family Group – Al Anon Room 101 7:00pm 

mailto:gravespape@msn.com


 

Habitat for Humanity South Sarasota County is building a home at 
Abalone Road in Venice for Ashley and her son Jaxon. Our Habitat 
for Humanity building team is actively involved and Emmanuel’s 
Local Envelope Charity has dedicated February’s contributions to 
support this project. With the help of local churches, it is hoped to 
reach a goal of $60,000 needed to complete this home. 
“. . . Building a house gives people a concrete way to put their faith 

into action by offering a hand-up to a family in need of housing. 

A Faith Build project also has the potential to build 

community among churches that have never worked together before. 

Volunteers meet new people and develop friendships with individuals 

from their own churches as well as from the larger faith community.” 

For more information contact Frank Rauch, frauch11@yahoo.com or 

Emily Shaw at eshaw@habitatsouthsarsota.org or at (941) 493-6606 ex. 228. 

Be sure to join Emily at Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall, 9:30 am Sunday, February 3rd  to 

learn more about this important community project. 

Emmanuel 

   Outreach Ministries

“COMMITTED TO SERVING THOSE LESS FORTUNATE IN OUR COMMUNITY AND BEYOND” 

Habitat for Humanity –
The House That Faith
 Built Project 

 Current Events -
Outreach at Emmanuel

February Dove 2019   

February 2019 Local Envelope Charity

mailto:frauch11@yahoo.com


Have an idea or suggestion for a community Outreach ministry project? Please complete the Suggestion 
form available at the Welcome Center and return it to the Outreach Council member box or to our Office. 

• Global Missions - Pastor Livenson, Haiti, will be visiting several Florida churches during
the first half of February.  He will be at Emmanuel for services on the weekend of Feb. 9
& 10th.  We encourage you to support Pastor Livenson and his family through your
Missionary special offering envelopes at any time.
Due to the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Haiti we are including Pastor Livenson’s
most recent report to the Florida/Bahama synod in our Outreach section of the Dove
this month.  Please read Pastor Livenson’s letter below.

• Friendship Dinner – 4:30 pm in Fellowship Hall, Sunday, Feb. 23rd  – all are welcome

to enjoy a dinner with our neighbors and drop-ins and you can stay to watch a movie if
you like!  We regularly serve around 150 meals at these functions.

• Friendship Lunches – 11:30 am to 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall, Wednesdays, Feb.13 &

27th.  Our numbers are growing monthly; serving 35 – 50 guests at these events.  A twice
a month chance to share your fellowship with neighbors and drop-ins, serve others and
be served a delicious lunch all at the same.  Contact Larry Bishop, nors198@aol.com
Thanks to several new members and 2019 time/talent volunteers for becoming a part of
this ministry!  There is always room for more . . .

Family Promise guests will be at Emmanuel from Sunday, March 3rd - 10th .  Emmanuel’s 
Family Promise Program is in need of  Assistant Coordinator(s) to assist with the overall 
program operation and to provide back-up in case the Coordinators are unavailable.  
Training Assistant Coordinator(s) is also a best practices recommendation from Family 
Promise’s national organization.  Please prayfully consider if you can assist this 
important ministry by working with Karen & Gordon as Assistant Coordinator(s).    

If you have an interest and/or experience with any of these area please let any of our team members know.  
Fill out an Outreach Interest Form at the Welcome Center or contact Gordon Storey, Outreach Chair, 
941-451-8895 or gordon@storeylink.com

Current Events - Outreach at Emmanuel 

February 2019 Outreach Events Calendar

mailto:nors198@aol.com
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